Digital Culture and Sociology

Exercises 20/10/04


SESSION 8: Ethnographic: 
Participant Observation
Participant observation is about “living” in a community for a while, hopefully not disturbing its social practices, so that as a researcher you can have an objective impression of their culture. You can be inspired by Nancy Baym´s account in this week´s readings.
The exercise is about participating in Flickr (http://www.flickr.com/), an example of the so-called “social software”. From their advertisement:

You can use Flickr to: 

· Publish your photos on your own Flickr page 

· Stay in touch with your friends and family 

· Chat and exchange photos live with your friends 

· Meet people who have the same interests as you 

· Have fun! 

Please log in, create a profile and explore the site. You should try to “contact” some people and explore the site thoroughly; some interesting things are: the pictures that people upload, the discussion groups, the terms of use, etc. While you do it you can take notes about any data you think is valuable or interesting. I have made a (very simple) profile called “susana ddks”, so that you can add me as your contact if you want; if you all adopt the ddks “surname” when you log in, we can then find each other easily and link to each other. You are welcome to invite other friends and use it as much as you want, the more information for our discussion the better.
· Please reflect about the creation of your profile. How was it? Did any of the identity themes from the lecture come into play? What kind of profiles do people have? What image do they try to project?
· Were you a normal participant like the others or did your presence disturb something? Did you manage to be integrated in Flickr?
· How were your interactions in the community? 

· Finally, and most importantly, what did you learn of this community after your participant observation? List anything you can think of (what is Flickr like, what do you think would be interesting research questions about it, what do you think of “social networks” like this…)
· In what ways are you critical or enthusiastic?

You should ideally visit Flickr  several times during the next week in order to interact even more… 

