SYNOPSIS INFORMATION
Introduction

The first thing to remember is that the synopsis legally doesn´t count for your mark, as you are evaluated for the oral performance. In practice, however, the better your synopsis is, the better you will be able to steer the exam, and use the examination time to push up the mark. The oral exam is made of an oral presentation (10´ per person in the group) and a discussion with the examiner and the censor (10´ per person in the group). Both the exam and the synopsis can be in English or Danish according to your own preference.
The main objective of a synopsis is to allow you to set the agenda yourselves, so that you are examined exactly on topics that interest you and that you are strong in within the course´s scope. You will be asked about some of the course literature if there is an obvious link with your theme, since you need to demonstrate that you know the pensum. So take the synopsis as a “script”, and take the chance to use it in your advantage.
Format

The synopsis should be between 2 and 4 pages (2 pages more per person, that is, a group of 2 people would submit between 4 and 6 pages, and a group of 3 between 6 and 8 pages). Groups shouldn´t be made of more than 3 people.

The synopsis should discuss some interesting problem (either a case or a theoretical question) that allows you to show your knowledge of the pensum. In the limited time that we have in this course, I recommend you limit yourselves to two kinds of synopses:

a) “Case study”. You take a case from real life, either from the newspapers (the music copyright case, the fake dating.dk profiles…), or an object you think yourself is interesting (blogs, mobile phones…), and try to analyze it using the theories from the course.

b) “Theory oriented”. Your starting point is one (or several) of the texts from the pensum, you want to discuss it and explore it in a more essayistic way. 

In both cases, there has to be a clear “problem formulation” or goal that allows you to have a consistent argument throughout, and you need to academically argument for your ideas, not just present them as “I guess” in a personal way. There has to be some form of conclusion or new proposal. The pensum is made of the kompendium materials and the extra websites or photocopies that have been the basis for each session (that is, the 3 texts that you had to read each day). Of course a lot of extra literature has been quoted every session, you might want to take advantage of that by going deeper into the theme of your choice, but this will not be required to pass the exam.

You have received a copy suggesting a possible structure for the synopses as well as how the weight of the different parts should be divided between the written and the oral parts of the exams. You have also received example synopses in the last session of the course, any student missing this “help-package” please get in touch with me.

Timeline

I believe the synopsis can be made during the exercise time in the 3 sessions we have left. I suggest the following timeline:

- Session 9- Synopsis introduced, topics proposed by different students.

- Week between Session 9 and 10- Email discussion to form groups.

- Session 10- Groups in place, brainstorming, initial division of work

- Session 11- Work on your synopses

- Session 12- Work on your synopses

- DEADLINE – 19th November

